


All outdoor activities have inherent risks. You may encounter a variety of 
unexpected and/or dangerous conditions. It is your responsibility to be 
informed and take precautions. Learn more at www.fs.usda.gov/r8.

Wear proper safety gear. A helmet is required.
Maintain a safe speed.
Stay alert. Expect the unexpected.
No passengers on single-rider vehicles.

Know where you can ride. Keep a current map.
Know what vehicles are allowed and 
what equipment is required.
Verify what trails are open and when.
Don’t mix alcohol and drugs with riding.

Travel only on routes designated for your use.
Get maps of designated routes at 
www.fs.usda.gov/main/dbnf/maps-pubs 
Resist the urge. Mudbogging is prohibited.
Obey signs and temporary postings.

Respect the environment. Tread Lightly!®

Be courteous to other trail users.
Join a club and support OHV trails & projects.
Encourage others to “Ride 4 Keeps”.

The Redbird Crest Trail provides 
nearly 100 miles of wooded trail for 
visitors to enjoy year round. The trail 
makes a loop that begins and ends 
near the Redbird Ranger District 
office. Two inner loops and a 
connector trail to a private 
off-highway vehicle campground add 
to the recreational experience.  
The trail is developed for off-highway 
vehicle users, hikers, horseback riders 
and mountain bikers.
Motorized users must stay on trail sections that are designated for their vehicle type.  A 
portion of the trail permits only single-track, two-wheel vehicles; another portion 
allows both two-wheel and four-wheel vehicles 50 inches wide or less; and a third 
portion allows only licensed, street legal vehicles.     
Off-highway vehicles on the trail
Trail sections 1 through 13 – These sections are designated for motorized vehicles 50 
inches or less in width. Vehicles more than 50 inches wide are not permitted on the 
trail.
Trail sections 14 and 15 – Only street-legal vehicles are allowed on this portion of the 
trail. Unlicensed vehicles must stay on trail sections designated for off-highway vehicle 
use.
Trail sections 16 through 22 – Only single-track vehicles, such as dirt bikes, are allowed 
on these trail sections. 
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Redbird Ranger District 
91 Peabody Road
Big Creek, KY 40914
606-598-2192

Directions 
From the Big Creek exit of 
the Hal Rogers Parkway, 
turn right on to KY 66 
South. Travel 0.7-mile to the 
junction of US 421 and KY 
80 and turn right. Travel 
0.8-mile to the KY 66 South 
junction with US 421 and KY 
80 and turn left. Continue 
on KY 66 South for 1.7 
miles. The Redbird Ranger 
District office is on the right. 
The Peabody Trailhead is 
across the river to the left.
Trailhead parking
The trail has 3 developed 
trailheads: Bear Creek, 
Sugar Creek, and Peabody, 
with vehicle parking and 
restrooms. Signs at each 
trailhead indicate the type 
of use permitted along each 
section of trail. 

Guides like this are 
available at
fs.usda.gov/dbnf.
12/2/2014 

Alerts and Warnings
Storms and high wind can cause trees to 
fall across the trail. When riding a 
motorized vehicle, you should watch for 
fallen trees. Slow down when approaching 
a curve in the trail to make sure your path 
is clear. 
If you find fallen trees or observe other 
maintenance needs along the trail, contact 
the Redbird Ranger District office.
Steep terrain in some areas may be 
challenging for beginners on off-highway 
vehicles. Inexperienced riders should 
always be accompanied on the trail.  

Restrictions 
Vehicles must stay on 
designated trail. No 
cross-country travel. A 
helmet is required.

Unlicensed vehicles are 
prohibited on public 
roads and highways.

Consumption of alcohol 
and open containers of 
alcohol are prohibited.

Camping along the trail 
Camping is permitted on

national forest land. Camps should 
be at least 300 feet away from the 
trail. Avoid private land unless you 
have the landowner’s permission.

Campfires
Campfires must be attended

at all times and kept under control. 
Make sure the fire is completely 
out before you leave. During 
periods of drought, check with the 
Redbird Ranger District office or 
contact local county officials about 
potential fire bans. 

Recreation fee pass
A fee pass is required for

each motorized vehicle using the 
trail. The pass must be visibly 
displayed when riding. The vehicle 
operator may wear the pass as a 
wristband or place on the vehicle 
handlebars. 
A 1-day pass is $7; a 3-day pass is 
$15; and an annual pass is $40. The 
annual pass expires on December 
31 of the year purchased.
The fee passes may be purchased 
at the Redbird District office and 
other Forest Service offices on the 
Daniel Boone National Forest. 
Several local businesses also sell 
passes. Call or visit the district 
office for these business locations.

Trail markings
The trail is marked with

orange, diamond-shaped signs, as 
pictured on the tree below. 
Additional signs are located at 
most intersections to indicate trail 
direction, section numbers and 
mileage. Visitors should report 
vandalized or missing trail markers 
to the district office.   

Motorized vehicle users must follow 
these rules on all trail sections:
• Riders must wear a helmet when 

riding on national forest land. 
• Motorized vehicles must stay on 

the officially designated trail 
system.

• Cross-country travel and 
off-the-trail hill climbs are 
prohibited.


